MICHELLE HANDELMAN

THE ROCK GARDEN  

Working in the tradition of feminist body artists who use their bodies not just as makers if the work, but as agents of the work, Michelle Handelman is interested in placing herself as both the subject and object of personal agency and desire.  Her images speak to an aesthetic of seduction and repulsion; an unsettling ground with fantastical characters working through unresolved questions of identity.  

After working with the body in its various forms of excess and undress, her work has taken a 360 degrees turn.  Still dealing with excess and sexuality, Handelman’s concerns are now swimming in pure fantasy…mining sci-fi movies, comic books and fairy tales for stories of the unreal.   Using artifice as costume to portray an over-the-top, over-saturated cloning of nature – enhancing the artist’s synthetic relationship to the organic.

The Rock Garden is a site-specific elevator installation designed for the 2002 DUMBO Art Under the Bridge Festival. Combing the hallucinatory effects of disco mania with the meditative qualities of a zen rock garden, the artist transforms the elevator space into a hallucinatory transport vehicle with light, sound and sculpture. 

